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Pride News...

Headteacher's Message... Date - Issue 25.07.2023

Dear Parents and Carers

As we reach the end of another year it gives us time to reflect on the year that has 
just gone by. This brings with it happy memories of the amazing achievements of 
your children. They always amaze us at how they demonstrate the PRIDE Values. This 
has included representing the school in events, the determination in lessons, the 
respect they show to each other and the staff and the positivity to everything they 
do. 

Education is much more than learning lessons, studying subjects and taking tests. I 
hope that over the last year that we have achieved more than simply filling your 
head with facts and figures – we hope that we have sparked an interest in them to 
always improve; to strive to be better; to be the best that they can be; to never be 
afraid to get things wrong, because that is how we learn; to have fun; to co-operate 
and collaborate; to be generous; to respect others; to share their interests; to enjoy 
music; to be creative, in all its forms; to try new things. 

It has been great to see all of the achievements over the last year and I want to
thank all members of our community for their support in achieving this. We have had
many achievements this year and the biggest has certainly been when we had our
external review of school. They agreed with leaders that we should be seeking
‘GOOD’ at our next Ofsted inspection. This is an amazing achievement and we could 
not have done this without your help and support. 

I look forward to welcoming all of the children in Years 1-6 back to school on
Wednesday 6th September 2023. I’m also excited to meet our new children who will 
be joining Reception.

I hope that all of you have a great summer holidays and we manage to enjoy some 
time in the sunshine.

Pete Hales, Headteacher
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Attendance

Dame Rachel de Souza has said the return to school in September is ‘critical’ for ‘getting 
pupils into school and settled into the school routine’.

Pupils who miss the second, third and fourth day of a new term are likely to have a significantly 
higher overall absence rate than their peers, according to new analysis from the children’s 
commissioner, Rachel de Souza. And pupils with an unauthorised absence on any day in the 
first week of term had an overall unauthorised absence rate of 25 per cent. This was compared 
to an overall unauthorised absence rate of 2 per cent for pupils who didn’t miss any sessions in 
the first week. Dame Rachel de Souza has produced a new report highlighting the importance 
of the return to school as “critical” for “getting pupils into school and settled into the school 
routine”.

In the report, Back into school: New insights into school absence, an analysis of around 32,000 
pupils suggested that children who are absent for the second, third and fourth day of a new 
term are predicted an overall absence of around 43 per cent (or 30 days) across the term. And, 
while the study found that Fridays were the most common day for pupils to miss school, the 
analysis revealed that those that miss school mid-week are more likely to be “habitually 
absent”. 

The data was taken from three multi-academy trusts (MATs) from across the country and with 
primary, secondary and all-through schools.

The study also found that pupils with an education, health and care plan (EHCP) and those with 
pupil premium were more likely to have a higher level of absence overall than their peers.
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These children have shown what it means to 
be:

★ Be Positive
★ Be Respectful
★ Be Individual
★ Be Determined
★ Be Excellent

PRIDE Award WINNERS…
Acorn – Star and Zenaya
Ash – Lily and Archie
Birch – Remy
Chestnut – Calian, Lacey-Mai and Alisha
Elm - Violet and Megan
Maple – Shia
Oak – All of Oak Class

PRIDE Champions
Birch - Amy-Rose
Maple – Daniel S

PRIDE Awards!
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WILLOW’s Star Reader Special 
Surprise Award

Nominations

Each week teachers will nominate a star reader from 
their class. A star reader is someone who has shown 
progress in reading, shown enjoyment of reading 
someone who has overcome difficulties in reading or 
shares their love of reading with the class or a 
friend. At Willow Primary Academy, we know the key 
to knowledge is reading and we want to inspire a 
lifelong love of reading! Willow has a special surprise 
book for the Super Star Reader to take home, keep, 
read and enjoy!

STAR READER...

Acorn - Praise
Ash - ​ Toby
Birch - Alarrah

Chestnut – Adi
Elm - Jazmyn
Maple - Lyra
Oak - Joshua​ 
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This week's class top 
doodlers are:

Ash –Lily, chrystal, archie
Birch – Joshua, Ethan, Andrew
Chestnut – Samuel, Adrian, Eliza
Elm – Delroy, efe, violet
Maple – Lily, lyra, willow
Oak – nazer, Oscar, sam

top doodler of 
the school is...

DELROY
With an amazing 

1631 points 

Each week teachers will monitor the activity on 
Doodle of the children in their class. They will look at 
the combined number of stars children have earned 
for all four of the Doodle apps.
Each week the top 3 Doodlers from each class will 
receive 10 extra PRIDE points to spend in the PRIDE 
shop.
Keep up the effort with the home learning.
HAPPY DOODLING!!!
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Attendance Superstars

This week: 89.46%

Our year so far: 92.99%

Reminder

Gates are open by 8.45am and 

close shortly after. Please 

ensure your child is on time and 

ready to learn.

If your child arrives late you need 

to take them to reception and 

you as the parent must sign 

them in on the screen.

Thank you for your cooperation

Class Attendance

Acorn 92.90%

Ash 86.05%

Birch 81.91%

Chestnut 93.38%

Elm 85.78%

Maple 86.30%

Oak 97.50%
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Willow Primary Academy are looking to hold an inspiring and exciting careers week from Monday 
3rd July 2023. They will be taking part in workshops, activities and talks around their future 
throughout the week.

We are looking for a variety of people interested in talking to our pupils about their career. We 
want to expand children's horizons, and this is a fantastic way to provide them with first-hand
knowledge of potential career opportunities.

Working with you, we would determine which year groups would be best for you to work with and 
whether you could offer a talk or a workshop.

We would anticipate that talks would last for approximately 30 minutes and would involve a short 
presentation. Workshops would be more practical hands-on demonstration for pupils and would 
last around about an hour. We could also bring pupils to a place of work to further enhance their 
experience.

If this is of interest to you, please don't hesitate to contact me. Alternatively, if you know of 
anybody who may be interested, then please pass on the information
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Dates for Your Diary
Term Dates for 2022 – 2023

Term 6 from Monday 5th June 2023 to Tuesday 25th July 2023
Term Dates for 2023 – 2024

Term 1 from Wednesday 6th September 2023 to Friday 27th October 2023
Term 2 from Tuesday 7th November 2023 to Friday 22nd December 2023

Term 3 from Monday 8th January 2024 to Thursday 8th February 2024
Term 4 from Monday 19th February 2024 to Friday 22nd March 2024

School Events

All school events will be added to the first newsletter of next academic year


