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Pride News...

Headteacher's Message... Date - Issue 15.09.2023

Dear Parents and Carers

It has been great to see new Reception children in school and already beginning to recognise their first 
sounds! Reading is such an integral part of the school curriculum and no day is lost with the teaching of 
reading at Willow. It has been fantastic to see the other new children settle so well into school and begin to 
make friends and learn the Willow Way. They are already demonstrating our PRIDE values.

Meet the Teacher
Thank you to all the families that came to the Meet the Teacher event. It was great to see you in school. I 
hope that you found this useful and a good opportunity to see your child’s class.

Willow Football Team
Willow's football team participated in the first round of the 7-a-side tournament. The team was Cain, Dylan, 
Deacon, Archie, Jenson (C), Daniel, AJ and Kyron. We played three matches. We drew 0 – 0 with Kingsway 
Primary School and Meadowside. In the last game we won 1 – 0 with Kyron grabbing the winner. This put us 
level with Meadowside on 7 points. It went to penalties and after 5 penalties each the scores were level. 
Sudden death!!! We unfortunately missed our penalty but go through to the next round as runners up!!! A 
huge congratulations to the boys!!! Thanks to the parents for their support!!! We are through to the next 
round!

Home School Agreement
Included within the Newsletter is a copy of our Home School Agreement. This is also available on our website 
here. I hope you can take some time to read this and share the information with your child.

Important Forms
Please can all families (Willow and Piper Centre) complete the following form to authorise family or friends 
to pick up.

We are ensuring we have everyone's email address, as the school has new systems in place that require an 
email address. Please complete the form by clicking on the link.

Upcoming Event
Next week (Thursday 21st September from 2.30pm) we have the opportunity for families of children in Birch, 
Elm and Oak to hear about an update on Statutory Assessments. This will be an opportunity to hear about 
the changes to Key Stage 1 SAT’s and how you can help prepare your child for the Year 4 Multiplication 
Times Table Check and Year 6 SAT’s.

Have a great weekend!

Pete Hales, Headteacher

https://willow.sandmat.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Home-School-Agreement.pdf
https://forms.office.com/e/4ZV3kuBp3w
https://forms.office.com/e/8Av1Dh7FVy
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Head Boy / Girl

I am delighted to share 
that Lola, Willow, Cain 

and AJ have been 
appointed to be Head 

Girls and Head Boys for 
this academic year!
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These children have shown what it means to 
be:

★ Be Positive
★ Be Respectful
★ Be Individual
★ Be Determined
★ Be Excellent

PRIDE Award WINNERS…
Acorn – First winners next week!
Ash – Alfie and Charlie
Birch – Ronald and TJ
Chestnut – Sophia and Tommy
Elm - Adi and Cameron
Maple – Emily, Shayla-Rai
Oak – Daniel M and Davien

PRIDE Champions

PRIDE Awards!
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Reading at 
Home

In order for your child to 
become a skilled, fluent 
reader, they need to be 

reading regularly.  The more 
they can read accurately and 
automatically (without having 

to stop to sound out), the 
more they will be able to 

understand (comprehend) 
what is happening.

We are therefore encouraging 
our pupils to read as much as 

they can at home and record it 
in their reading diaries.  Diaries 

will be checked once a week 
by the class teacher and 

children will be given a Dojo 
Point for the number of times 

they have read.

We will also now have a 
Remarkable Reader for 
progress, but there will 
also be a winner for the 
person who has read the 

most at home!

Please make sure reading diaries are in 
school EVERY DAY!
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WILLOW’s Star Reader Special 
Surprise Award

Nominations

Each week teachers will nominate a star reader from 
their class. A star reader is someone who has shown 
progress in reading, shown enjoyment of reading 
someone who has overcome difficulties in reading or 
shares their love of reading with the class or a 
friend. At Willow Primary Academy, we know the key 
to knowledge is reading and we want to inspire a 
lifelong love of reading! Willow has a special surprise 
book for the Super Star Reader to take home, keep, 
read and enjoy!

STAR READER...

Ash - ​ Giorgio 
and Elijah-Jay
Birch - Callum 
and Toby
Chestnut –
Lavinia
and Keeley

Elm - ​ Brody B and
Alisha
Maple – Megan
and Emily
Oak - ​ Davien
and Cain
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Attendance Superstars

This week: 94.59 %

Our year so far: 94.59 %

Reminder
Gates are open by 8.40am and school 
starts at 8.45am, gates are closed at
8.50am. Please ensure your child is on 
time and ready to learn. If your child 
arrives late you need to take them to 
reception and you as the parent must 
sign them in on the screen. Thank you 
for your cooperation

Class Attendance

Acorn 98.82%

Ash 96.95%

Birch 94.67%

Chestnut 93.93%

Elm 96.21%

Maple 93.79%

Oak 99.74%
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Friends of Willow Meeting Tuesday 19th September 3:30pm – 4:00pm

We would like to invite you to our first meeting of the school year, you are welcome to bring your 
children. We like to arrange to do activities throughout the year to raise funds for the school - last 
year we paid for a Pantomime to visit the school and have another one organised for this year, but 
we need to raise funds to pay for these lovely activities.
We would love some new members to help us, so please come along for tea and biscuits and see 
what we are about . Look forward to meeting you all!
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Dates for Your Diary
Term Dates for 2023 – 2024

Term 1 from Wednesday 6th September 2023 to Friday 27th October 2023
Term 2 from Tuesday 7th November 2023 to Friday 22nd December 2023

Term 3 from Monday 8th January 2024 to Thursday 8th February 2024
Term 4 from Monday 19th February 2024 to Friday 22nd March 2024

Term 5 from Tuesday 9th April 2024 to Friday 24th May 2024
Term 6 from Monday 3rd June 2024 to Friday 19th July 2024

All term dates can be found on our website here

https://willow.sandmat.uk/term-dates/
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Dates for Your Diary
School Events

Tuesday 19th September 2023 (9.15 am to 9.45 am) – Reception Parents Phonics Session
Tuesday 19th September 2023 (3:30pm to 4:00pm) – Friends of Willow Meeting (Tea & biscuits!)
Wednesday 20th September 2023 – Birch Class Trip
Thursday 21st September 2023 (2.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Update on Statutory Assessments for Maths 
(Parents of children in Birch, Elm and Oak)
Thursday 21st September 2023 (3.00 pm to 5.00 pm) - Second Round of Football Tournament
Thursday 28th September 2023 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Headteacher
Tuesday 3rd October 2023 (3.30 pm to 5.30 pm) – Parents Evening
Wednesday 4th October 2023 (3.30 pm to 5.30pm) – Parents Evening
Monday 16th October 2023 (2.45 pm to 3.10 pm) – Oak Class Assembly
Monday 23rd October 2023 (2.15 pm to 2.45 pm) – Harvest Assembly
Thursday 26th October 2023 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Family Support Team
Thursday 9th November 2023 – Elm Class Trip
Friday 17th November 2023 – Children in Need
Tuesday 14th November 2023 (9.00 am to 9.45 am) – Ash and Birch Parents Phonics Session
Monday 20th November 2023 (2.45 pm to 3.10 pm) – Maple Class Assembly
Thursday 23rd November 2023 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with SENDCo
Friday 8th December 2023 – Christmas Jumper Day
Tuesday 19th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
Tuesday 19th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas 
Performance 
Wednesday 20th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
Wednesday 20th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas 
Performance
Wednesday 10th January 2024 – Swimming starts for Chestnut and Elm Class
Tuesday 23rd January 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Reading Leads
Thursday 22nd February 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Maths Leads


