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Pride News...

Headteacher's Message... Date - Issue 29.09.2023

Dear Parents and Carers

I can’t believe that we have already completed 4 weeks of the Autumn Term. I’m incredibly 
proud of how well the children have settled into their classes and how they are so focused 
on their learning. We have really hit the ground running with a real focus on the ‘PRIDE 
Values’. I have challenged staff to do ‘1% better’ in everything we do this year, ensuring 
that we continue our upward trajectory.

Birch Class Trip
Birch Class were lucky enough to get out of school last week and visit the Dr Jenner's 
House. The feedback we received absolutely blew me away:

Thank you so much for your recent trip with year 2 to Dr Jenner's House. I wanted to write 
personally to say how delightful and well behaved the children were - they were an absolute 
credit to the school and their teacher! Our favourite school this year!!

Parents Evening
Don't forget that next week is Parent's Evening. It would be great to see as many parents as 
possible attend. If you have not yet made an appointment, then please see your child's 
class teacher.

Reception Class Phonics Session
On Tuesday 3rd October from 9.15 am there will be an introduction to phonics in the hall, 
followed by an opportunity to watch your child do phonics in class. We will follow this with 
a Stay and Play session where you can play alongside your child during Busy Time, before 
heading off home.

Events
Keep an eye on Class Dojo for events that are coming up! It is always great to see families 
in school. The more we work together the better it is for your child.

Have a great weekend!

Pete Hales, Headteacher
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These children have shown what it means to 
be:

★ Be Positive
★ Be Respectful
★ Be Individual
★ Be Determined
★ Be Excellent

PRIDE Award WINNERS…
Acorn – Jacob and Freddie
Ash – Cody and Giorgio
Birch – Logan and Lily
Chestnut – Kalel and Lavinia
Elm - Finley and Zofia
Maple – Phoebe and Lily
Oak – Susan and Lacey

PRIDE Champions

PRIDE Awards!
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WILLOW’s Star Reader Special 
Surprise Award

Nominations

Each week teachers will nominate a star reader from 
their class. A star reader is someone who has shown 
progress in reading, shown enjoyment of reading 
someone who has overcome difficulties in reading or 
shares their love of reading with the class or a 
friend. At Willow Primary Academy, we know the key 
to knowledge is reading and we want to inspire a 
lifelong love of reading! Willow has a special surprise 
book for the Super Star Reader to take home, keep, 
read and enjoy!

STAR READER...

Acorn - Tyler 
and Johnny
Ash - ​ Charlie 
and Zenaya
Birch - Ronald 
and Hanna

Chestnut – Aquan
and Sophia
Elm - Skyler and 
Brody B
Maple - Jazmyn 
and Violet
Oak - Davien and 
Morgan
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This week's class top 
doodlers are:

Ash –Praise, Eliora and Frances
Birch – Lily, Hanna and Nimah
Chestnut – Aquan, Keeley and 
Kalel
Elm – SAMUEL, zofia & LACEY
Maple – shayla-rai, sam, chelsea
Oak – daniel s, jenson and evan

top doodler of 
the school is...

SAMUEL
With an amazing 

816 points

Each week teachers will monitor the activity on 
Doodle of the children in their class. They will look at 
the combined number of stars children have earned 
for all four of the Doodle apps.
Each week the top 3 Doodlers from each class will 
receive 10 extra PRIDE points to spend in the PRIDE 
shop.
Keep up the effort with the home learning.
HAPPY DOODLING!!!
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Attendance Superstars

This week: 93.97%

Our year so far: 94.29%

Reminder

Gates are open by 8.45am and 

close shortly after. Please 

ensure your child is on time and 

ready to learn.

If your child arrives late you need 

to take them to reception and 

you as the parent must sign 

them in on the screen.

Thank you for your cooperation

Class Attendance

Acorn 94.94%

Ash 96.8%

Birch 85.2%

Chestnut 95.1%

Elm 94.8%

Maple 88%

Oak 96.3%
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Secondary School Applications
Information for Year 6 Parents

If your child is due to transfer from primary to secondary school in 
September 2024. Local authorities co-ordinate secondary transfer 
admissions for all maintained (non-fee paying) schools. This means 
parent/carers should apply to the local authority in which they live 

(the council to which they pay council tax).

If you live in Gloucestershire, you should apply for your child’s 
secondary school place online at this link between 1 September and 

31 October 2023.

It is important that you submit your application by 31 October 
2023.

Applications received after the national closing date of 31 October 
2023 will be treated as late applications. Late applicants are less 

likely to be offered a place at one of their preferred schools, as these 
applications will be processed after 1 March 2024, in accordance 

with Birmingham’s coordinated admissions scheme.

Information about the application process is available on the 
council’s website

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/transfer-to-secondary-school-or-from-middle-to-high-school-september-2024/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/
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Don’t forget that it is Parents Evening next Tuesday and 
Wednesday - please book a time slot with your child’s class 
teacher

There will be staff available to supervise children whilst 
they play with toys and games

Tea and Coffee will be
available
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Dates for Your Diary
Term Dates for 2023 – 2024

Term 1 from Wednesday 6th September 2023 to Friday 27th October 2023
Term 2 from Tuesday 7th November 2023 to Friday 22nd December 2023

Term 3 from Monday 8th January 2024 to Thursday 8th February 2024
Term 4 from Monday 19th February 2024 to Friday 22nd March 2024

Term 5 from Tuesday 9th April 2024 to Friday 24th May 2024
Term 6 from Monday 3rd June 2024 to Friday 19th July 2024

All term dates can be found on our website here

https://willow.sandmat.uk/term-dates/
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Dates for Your Diary
School Events

Tuesday 3rd October 2023 (3.30 pm to 5.30 pm) – Parents Evening
Tuesday 3rd October 2023 (9.15 am to 10.45 am) - Reception Class Phonics Session
Wednesday 4th October 2023 (3.30 pm to 5.30pm) – Parents Evening
Monday 16th October 2023 (2.45 pm to 3.10 pm) – Oak Class Assembly
Monday 23rd October 2023 (2.15 pm to 2.45 pm) – Harvest Assembly
Thursday 26th October 2023 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Family Support Team
Thursday 9th November 2023 – Elm Class Trip
Friday 10th November 2023 – Maple Class Trip
Friday 17th November 2023 – Children in Need
Tuesday 14th November 2023 (9.00 am to 9.45 am) – Ash and Birch Parents Phonics Session
Monday 16th November 2023 (2.45 pm to 3.10 pm) – Maple Class Assembly
Tuesday 21st November 2023 – Individual School Photographs
Thursday 23rd November 2023 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with SENDCo
Friday 8th December 2023 – Christmas Jumper Day
Tuesday 19th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
Tuesday 19th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas 
Performance
Wednesday 20th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
Wednesday 20th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas 
Performance
Wednesday 10th January 2024 – Swimming starts for Chestnut and Elm Class
Tuesday 23rd January 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Reading Leads
Thursday 22nd February 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Maths Leads
Friday 8th March 2024 – Oak Class trip to Pitt River Museum
Friday 15th March 2024 – Red Nose Day
Thursday 21st March 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Writing Leads


