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Pride News...

Headteacher's Message... Date – 24.11.2023

Dear Families

Christmas Events
Here is a list of upcoming Christmas Events:
• Friday 8th December 2023 – Christmas Jumper Day
• Tuesday 19th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
• Tuesday 19th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak 

Christmas Performance
• Wednesday 20th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
• Wednesday 20th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak 

Christmas Performance

Further information about the performances will come out in due course.

School Uniform
This is a reminder about school uniform. This will come into effect from January 2024. The 
expectation is that children will come to school in the following:
• Plain white polo shirt
• Plain black joggers, leggings, skirts (with cycling shorts) or shorts
• Black skirts with cycling shorts
• A school jumper or cardigan with a logo (Piper Centre we are waiting for uniform with 

your Logo on)
• Plain black trainers

This applies to all children in both Willow and The Piper Centre.

Parking
It has been raised by one of our neighbours that parking outside the school is becoming an 
issue with some families parking on double yellow lines or blocking neighbours' drives. It is 
important that we are respectful of our local community and park in appropriate places.

Have a great weekend!

Pete Hales
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Spotlight on the Curriculum

Spotlight on the Curriculum
Writing

At Willow Primary Academy, we want our pupils to develop a love of writing, where they are 

able to use effective vocabulary. We want them to write clearly, accurately and coherently, 

adapting their language and style for a range of purposes and audiences. We strive for our 

pupils to develop independence, editing their work effectively during and after the writing 

process. We also aim to develop writers who are able to confidently use the essential skills of 

grammar, punctuation and spelling.

How do we do this?

Lots of opportunities for 
writing in Reception through 
Drawing club and Busy Time

Spelling and grammar sessions 
daily for Y1-6

Daily Phonics for Reception, Y1 
and 2 focusing on spelling and 

letter formation

Each class has access to a 
range of picture books and film 

clips as a stimulus for their 
writing

Opportunities for short burst 
and longer pieces of writing as 

well as published pieces

Handwriting sessions each 
week
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In Other News

Online Safety Tip of the Week Pied Piper Raffle

Safeguarding Safety Tip of 
the Week

Early Help

This week our safeguarding focus is early help. 
Early help and early intervention are forms of 

support aimed at improving outcomes for children 
or preventing escalating need or risk. Early help 

can be given to families and children from a range 
of external agencies that can include school. 

Research suggests that early help and intervention 
can: protect children from harm; reduce the need 
for a referral to child protection services; improve
children's long-term outcomes; improve children’s 
home and family life; support children to develop 
strengths and skills to prepare them for adult life. 
If you would like more information, please contact 

us at school.

Healthy Lunchboxes
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Art Competition

Willow Primary Academy will be taking part in a local art competition. The 
competition is open for pupils in Year 1 - Year 6. The theme this year is 'rebuilding' -

which can be interpreted in many ways.

Your child can create a piece of art using any media (pencil, paint, charcoal, digital 
etc.) on an A3 piece of paper (which they can collect from school). They need to 

submit their final piece to their teacher by December 1st 2023.
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Willow’s Learning!!!

Willow’s 
week in 

Elm 
Class!
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These children have shown what it means to 
be:

★ Be Positive
★ Be Respectful
★ Be Individual
★ Be Determined
★ Be Excellent

PRIDE Award WINNERS…
Acorn –Nevaeh
Ash – Sanaiyah and Charlie
Birch – Demitri and Logan
Chestnut – Tommy, Thomas and Bonnie
Elm - Lacey- Mai, Teya and Shayla-Kay
Maple – Shalaigh and Denlie-James
Oak – Kobi and Morgan

PRIDE Champions
Birch - John-Boy
Acorn - Keanu

PRIDE Awards!
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WILLOW’s Star Reader Special 
Surprise Award

Nominations

Each week teachers will nominate a star reader from 
their class. A star reader is someone who has shown 
progress in reading, shown enjoyment of reading 
someone who has overcome difficulties in reading or 
shares their love of reading with the class or a 
friend. At Willow Primary Academy, we know the key 
to knowledge is reading and we want to inspire a 
lifelong love of reading! Willow has a special surprise 
book for the Super Star Reader to take home, keep, 
read and enjoy!

STAR READER...

Acorn -
Ash -  Casey and 
Frances
Birch – Hanna and 
Logan

Chestnut – Keeley 
and Sophia
Elm -  Deacon and 
Samuel
Maple - Brian and 
Sam
Oak - Isaiah and 
Davien
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This week's class top 
doodlers are:

Ash –
Birch – Hanna, Lily and Archie
Chestnut – Tommy, Lavinia, Alfie
Elm –Adi, Samuel, Jacob
Maple – shayla-rai, Delroy, jazmyn
Oak – VASLAT, DANIEL S AND LYRA

top doodler of 
the school is...

Shayla-rai
With an amazing 

1335 points!

Each week teachers will monitor the activity on 
Doodle of the children in their class. They will look at 
the combined number of stars children have earned 
for all four of the Doodle apps.
Each week the top 3 Doodlers from each class will 
receive 10 extra PRIDE points to spend in the PRIDE 
shop.
Keep up the effort with the home learning.
HAPPY DOODLING!!!
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Attendance Superstars

This week: 91.76%%

Our year so far: 92.74 %

Reminder

Gates are open by 8.45am and 

close shortly after. Please 

ensure your child is on time and 

ready to learn.

If your child arrives late you need 

to take them to reception and 

you as the parent must sign 

them in on the screen.

Thank you for your cooperation

Class Attendance

Acorn 88.79%

Ash 91.50%

Birch 95.33%

Chestnut 93.91%

Elm 96.33%

Maple 85.71%

Oak 91.85%
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Dates for Your Diary
Term Dates for 2023 – 2024

Term 1 from Wednesday 6th September 2023 to Friday 27th October 2023
Term 2 from Tuesday 7th November 2023 to Friday 22nd December 2023

Term 3 from Monday 8th January 2024 to Thursday 8th February 2024
Term 4 from Monday 19th February 2024 to Friday 22nd March 2024

Term 5 from Tuesday 9th April 2024 to Friday 24th May 2024
Term 6 from Monday 3rd June 2024 to Friday 19th July 2024

All term dates can be found on our website here

https://willow.sandmat.uk/term-dates/
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Dates for Your Diary
School Events

Friday 8th December 2023 – Christmas Jumper Day
Tuesday 19th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
Tuesday 19th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas 
Performance
Wednesday 20th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
Wednesday 20th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas 
Performance
Wednesday 10th January 2024 – Swimming starts for Chestnut and Elm Class
Tuesday 23rd January 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Reading Leads
Thursday 22nd February 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Maths Leads
Friday 8th March 2024 – Oak Class trip to Pitt River Museum
Friday 15th March 2024 – Red Nose Day
Thursday 21st March 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Writing Leads
Friday 22nd March 2024 (1.15 pm to 1.45 pm) – Easter Celebration
Monday 8th July 2024 – Oak Class Residential
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