Headteacher's Message... Date - 24.11.20253
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Dear Families

I
| Christmas Events I
I Here is a list of upcoming Christmas Events: |
e  Friday 8t December 2023 — Christmas Jumper Day I
l. Tuesday 19t December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) — Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
|l + Tuesday 19t December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) — Chestnut, ElIm, Maple and Oak |
I Christmas Performance |
*  Wednesday 20t December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) — Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity I
I. Wednesday 20t December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) — Chestnut, ElIm, Maple and Oak
| Christmas Performance l
I
: Further information about the performances will come out in due course. I
| School Uniform I
I This is a reminder about school uniform. This will come into effect from January 2024. The |
expectation is that children will come to school in the following: i
. Plain white polo shirt
| + Plain black joggers, leggings, skirts (with cycling shorts) or shorts |
I *  Black skirts with cycling shorts |
* Aschool jumper or cardigan with a logo (Piper Centre we are waiting for uniform with
| your Logo on) I
| + Plain black trainers |
: This applies to all children in both Willow and The Piper Centre. :
I Parking |
I It has been raised by one of our neighbours that parking outside the school is becoming an I
issue with some families parking on double yellow lines or blocking neighbours' drives. It is
| important that we are respectful of our local community and park in appropriate places. I
I
: Have a great weekend! I
| Pete Hales I
|
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Spoﬂiahi' on the Curriculum
Wr'H'inﬁ

At Willow Primary Academy, we want our pupils to develop a love of writing, where they are
able to use effective vocabulary. We want them to write clearly, accurately and coherently,
adapting their language and style for a range of purposes and audiences. We strive for our

pupils to develop independence, editing their work effectively during and after the writing
process. We also aim to develop writers who are able to confidently use the essential skills of
grammar, punctuation and spelling.
How do we do this?

Lots of opportunities for
writing in Reception through
Drawing club and Busy Time

Spelling and grammar sessions
daily for Y1-6

Each class has access to a
range of picture books and film
clips as a stimulus for their
writing

Daily Phonics for Reception, Y1
and 2 focusing on spelling and
letter formation

Opportunities for short burst
and longer pieces of writing as
well as published pieces

Handwriting sessions each
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In Other News

Online 5aFe+y Tip oF the Week

w What Parents & Carers Need to Know about:

SMART; TVs

SaFeguar‘ding SaPe+y Tip of |
the Week. |

Early Help I
|

This week our safeguarding focus is early help.
Early help and early intervention are forms of
support aimed at improving outcomes for children I
I or preventing escalating need or risk. Early help I
I can be given to families and children from a range
of external agencies that can include school. I
I Research suggests that early help and intervention
can: protect children from harm; reduce the need I
for a referral to child protection services; improve
children's long-term outcomes; improve children’s I
I home and family life; support children to develop I
I strengths and skills to prepare them for adult life.
If you would like more information, please contact I
I us at school.
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Heal+hy Lunchboxes

Is your lunch box
healthy?
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Art Competition

l — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — ‘

TYOUNG **
ARTIST—

/Emspm!“ﬂwtmauﬂumwﬂu
part in the annual Rotary Young Artist competition.

For more information contact:
John Jones: glos.e. ;ngel@gm.tcom

Tel: 712138 or 303070
Ralan Club of Gloucester

Downicad the competition nformation pack at: rotanygti org

Willow Primary Academy will be taking part in a local art competition. The
competition is open for pupils in Year 1 - Year 6. The theme this year is 'rebuilding' -
which can be interpreted in many ways.

Your child can create a piece of art using any media (pencil, paint, charcoal, digital
etc.) on an A3 piece of paper (which they can collect from school). They need to
submit their final piece to their teacher by December 1st 2023.
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WILLOW

PRIMARY ACADEMY

PRIDE AWARDS!

These children have shown what it means to
be:

Be Positive

Be Respectful
Be Individual
Be Determined
Be Excellent

* b % % %

PRIDE Award WINNERS...

Acorn —Nevaeh

Ash — Sanaiyah and Charlie

Birch — Demitri and Logan

Chestnut — Tommy, Thomas and Bonnie
Elm - Lacey- Mai, Teya and Shayla-Kay
Maple - Shalaigh and Denlie-James
Oak — Kobi and Morgan

PRIDE Champions

Birch - John-Boy
Acorn - Keanu
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Pride News... LS

STAR READIR. .

WILLOW'S STAR READER SPECTAL
SURPRISE AWARD

| NOMINATIONS Gretnt - et |
Acorn - and Sophla
Ash - Casey and Elm - Deacon and
Frances Samuel
Birch —Hanna and |Maple - Brian and
| Logan Sam
Oak - Isaiah and
Davien

| Each week teachers wil hominate a star reader from :
'+he|r‘ class. A star reader is someone who has shown |
| progress in reading shown enjoyment of reading I
' someone who has overcome diffFiculties in reoding or :
shares their love of reoading with the class or a |
lllr‘lenol At Wilow Primary Acodemy, we know the key :
:+o knowledge is r'eaohn? and we want to inspire a |
| lifelong love of reading Willow has a special surprise |
I book. For the Super S+ar' Reoder to take home, keep, :
I

: 'vead and enJoy

| Positivity Respect | Individuality | Determination | Excellence |



THIS WEEK'S CLASS TOP
DOODLERS ARE:

Ash -
BIRCH — HANNA, LILY AND ARCHIE

: Each week teachers wil monitor the activity on I
| Doodle of the chidren in their class. They wil look at |
: the combined number of stars chidren have earned :
| £or all four of the Doodle apps. I
| Each week the top 3 Doodlers from each class wil :
: receive 10 extra PRIDE points to spenol in the PRIDE |
Ishop. I
: Keep up the effort with the home learning :
| HAPPY DOCODLINGI! :
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Attendance Superstars

This week: 91.76%%
Our year so far: 92.74 %

l
l
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Attendance

Ash 91.50%
Chestnut 93.91%

ATTENDANCE
MA'I'TERS

gg98860872 www.gograph.com
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I Reminder

| Gates are open by 8.45am and

I close shortly after. Please
ensure your child is on time and

I ready to learn. |

I'1f your child arrives late you need |

| to take them to reception and I

— —_— _— Jl —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— x_ — — — —

=] You as the parent must sign

I them in on the screen.
Thank you for your cooperation |

L
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Dates for Your Diary

Term Dates for 2023 - 2024
Term 1 from Wednesday 6™ September 2023 to Friday 27t October 2023
Term 2 from Tuesday 7t November 2023 to Friday 22" December 2023
Term 3 from Monday 8% January 2024 to Thursday 8t February 2024
Term 4 from Monday 19t February 2024 to Friday 22" March 2024
Term 5 from Tuesday 9t April 2024 to Friday 24t May 2024
Term 6 from Monday 3™ June 2024 to Friday 19t July 2024

Christmas Bank Holidays 25" December 2023
26" December 2023

New Year Bank Holiday 15! January 2024

Good Friday 29" March 2024

Easter Monday 1%' April 2024

Early May Bank Holiday 6" May 2024

Spring Bank Holiday 27" May 2024

Summer Bank Holiday 26" August 2024

All term dates can be found on our website here
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: Dates for Your Diary
| School Events

I Friday 8t December 2023 — Christmas Jumper Day

Tuesday 19t December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) — Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
l Tuesday 19t December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) — Chestnut, ElIm, Maple and Oak Christmas
Performance
Wednesday 20t December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) — Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativit
y y
| Wednesday 20t December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) — Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas
| Performance
i Wednesday 10% January 2024 — Swimming starts for Chestnut and Elm Class
Tuesday 23" January 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) — Coffee Morning with Reading Leads
Thursday 22" February 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) — Coffee Morning with Maths Leads
| y y g
I Friday 8t March 2024 — Oak Class trip to Pitt River Museum
Friday 15t March 2024 — Red Nose Day
I Thursday 215t March 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) — Coffee Morning with Writing Leads
I Friday 22"d March 2024 (1.15 pm to 1.45 pm) — Easter Celebration
Monday 8t July 2024 — Oak Class Residential

INDIVIDUAL IGUANA
.
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Caring for children with E l”;;g;gg{
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Gloucester City

iffeese A Quick Guide to HAF @

[The Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme is funded by the DfE and is aimed at school aged children - from
Reception to Year 11 who receive benefits related Free School Meals (FSM). The aim of HAF is for children and
young people to
take partin engaging &

enrichi ing activities

¥ ¥ ¥
be active have greater knowledge e more engaged with school
of health & nutrition & other local services

be safe &
<at healthily not socially isolated

Working with lots of different organisations, the HAF programme provides a range of free activities for children & their
families in communities right across the City from activity camps, open access play sessions, music workshops, fun
fitness sessions, boxing, swimming and more !

You can take part in HAF if both of the following apply to you:
(& you receive benefits related Free School Meals** (& you are of school age - Reception to Year 11

** If you receive Universal Infant Free School Meals you must also be eligible for benefit related FSM to be able to take part in HAF

NEW YEAR SPORTS CAMP

Sports Development with
Social-emotional Learning

CALLOWELL
PRIMARY SCHOOL

field Road roud

Qam- 4pm
3rd - 5th January 2024

RECEPTION - YEAR 6

@ Positive culture
@ Engage
@ Challenge

@ Achieve
@ Reward Nk

(GRTIZa7)  £17.50/DAY
£20/DAY

To Book - click on link or copy into your browser
@ the-sports-project.class4kids.co.uk/camp/46

The HAF programme happens in the Spring, Summer & Winter school holidays only.

Spring (Easter) Summer Winter (Christmas)
2weeks 4 weeks 2 weeks

How to get involved:

Bookings for all HAF activities are made through a centralised activity booking system - known as CABS. If you
are using CABS for the first time you will need to make an account. If you already have an account then you just
need to make sure that you know what your user name and password is - you will need these to log in-

Setting up a CABS account is easy:

Go to: hi i i ister OR
scan this QR Code with a phone camera for quick access

HAP
For some activities we have been able to secure extra funding to extend the HAF offer to include

other children and young people who are not eligible for FSM but would benefit from having access to activities -
this is known as HAP. If you would like your children to take part in HAP activities you will also need to create a
CABS account. You can then book spaces on the activities that are available to you.

o @gloscityhaf

If you need any HAF related help then please contact us: Follow us:

©: gloshafconnector@gmail.com
t: 07340 709871 0

www.gloscityhaf.co.uk
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<% Gloucester Park Forum and
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Present
Yo Gleucester Park
A Winter Festival Of Light
- Satu(g;!ay 25th November
230pm - 5:30pm

Join the Community Lantern
Processnon near the Cafeat 4:00pm

Workshops and stalls below start at
2:30pm

Free: Santas Free: Decorate your own
Grotto

lanlsern

ch‘i'lstmas Sta[ls

Hot food and drinks at
the cafe

1
|S
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WILLOW
PRIMARY ACADEMY /

Holiday Activities and Food (HAF)

Newsletter

24 November 2023

Reminder: winter HAF bookings
available to view next week

From 12pm on Monday 27 November, you will be able to
browse all available HAF activities in your area and begin
planning your holiday activities. You will not be able to
book any activities during this time.

From 12pm Monday 4 December, you will be able to book
your HAF activities.

Here to help: HAF Community
jConnectors

‘our HAF Community Connectors are here to help
remove any barriers you may be facing in
attending HAF. They are available to contact

- hroughout the holiday period. You can get in
touch with your local HAF Community Connector by finding their contact details on
the HAF website.

INDIVIDUAL IGUANA
.
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'All About Me' and 'All About Us'

We understand sometimes families require more
information from providers to understand what sort
of activity they are offening and whether it would be
suitable for their children. This is why we are starting
to roll out the 'All About Us' process. Some providers
will have a link on their CABS booking page that will take you to their 'All About Us',
a pdf of information that can include pictures of the site and staff, an itinerary of
what the day may look like and contact information should you wish to know more.

As well as this, we are giving children and families the chance to fill an 'All About
Me' form out for these same providers. So that you can provide any additional
information on your child or young person that will help support them when
attending the activity provision by ensuring that their needs are met and they are
able to comfortably enjoy the activity.

If you are attending an activity with one of these providers and would like to fill out
an 'All About Me', the link to do so will be on the provider's CABS activity booking
page. You can access this by going to your district lead's webpage and clicking the
relevant activity, once bookings open on the 4 December.

If you have any questions about the process please contact us at
HAFParentEnquiries@gloucestershire gov.uk

In the meantime: Christmas
light switch-on events!

"While you wait for your HAF activities, areas
across the county are beginning to switch on their
Christmas lights for the season. Many are
happening this weekend. It's a great opportunity to
get into the festive season with free music and entertainment along with the switch-
on

SoGlos have put together a helpful list of all the areas, dates and times for the light
swtich-ons that can be accessed by clicking here
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