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Pride News...

Headteacher's Message... Date – 08.12.2023

Dear Families

Christmas Performance and Nativity
A letter came home earlier this week regarding tickets for the EYFS and Key Stage 1 
Nativity and the Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance. It is important that all 
attendees have a ticket so we are aware of how many people are in school. You can 
order your tickets at the School Office.

Christmas Jumpers
If children wish they can wear Christmas Jumpers for the last two weeks of term, 
from Monday 11th December. 

Cake and Biscuit Stall
On Friday 15th December 2023 we have a cake and biscuit stall which is being run by 
the Pupil Leadership Team. Cakes will be 50p each and biscuits will be 20p each. 
These will be available at end of school day.

School Uniform
This is a reminder about school uniform. This will come into effect from January 
2024. The expectation is that children will come to school in the following:
• Plain white polo shirt
• Plain black joggers, leggings, skirts (with cycling shorts) or shorts
• Black skirts with cycling shorts
• A school jumper or cardigan with a logo (Piper Centre we are waiting for uniform 

with your Logo on)
• Plain black trainers

This applies to all children in both Willow and The Piper Centre.

Have a great weekend!
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Willow’s Learning!!!

Willow has been learning to 

multiply in Maths.

He enjoyed watching the 

pantomime with us.

Willow helped us to use the iPad to 

research animals in Science.

Willow has been learning to 

multiply in Maths.

Willow helped us make 

Christingles in RE.



| | Positivity Respect | Individuality | Determination | Excellence |
willow.sandmat.uk

Pride News...

Spotlight on the Curriculum

Spotlight on the Curriculum
Art

At Willow Primary Academy, we have adopted the Cornerstones Curriculum to help us construct 
our Art curriculum. The Art curriculum is designed to progressively develop the children’s skills 
and knowledge in Art from Reception through to Year 6. Children learn about a wife range of 

artists and gain artistic knowledge and vocabulary. 
Opportunities are made for making meaningful connections with other subjects. For example, 

the project Dynamic Dynasties is taught alongside the art and design project Taotie to give 
children a better all-round understanding of ancient Chinese arts and culture. 

What do we achieve this?

Opportunities to join in whole 
school and local art 

competitions. 
Years 1-6 are taught through 

driver projects.

Knowledge organisers have 
been introduced.

Visits from artists to inspire 
children. 

A wide range of resources are 
used such as clay, charcoal, 

watercolour paints, ink, 
cameras etc.

Focus on specific artists. 
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In Other News

Online Safety Tip of the Week Pied Piper Raffle

Safeguarding Safety Tip of 
the Week

Emotional Abuse

This week our safeguarding focus is emotional 
abuse. Emotional abuse is any type of abuse that 

involves the continual emotional mistreatment of 
a child. It is sometimes called psychological abuse. 
Emotional abuse can involve deliberately trying to 

scare, humiliate, isolate or ignore a child. Other 
examples are: constantly criticising a child; 

blaming or scapegoating a child or exposing a child 
to upsetting events or situations. Because of the 

nature of emotional abuse, a child might
not realise what is happening to them or might 
even blame themselves. For more information 

visit:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-
abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse

buse/emotional-abuse/

Healthy Lunchboxes

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse
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These children have shown what it means to 
be:

★ Be Positive
★ Be Respectful
★ Be Individual

★ Be Determined
★ Be Excellent

PRIDE Award WINNERS…
Acorn – Adam and Tyler
Ash – Alfie and Praise
Birch – Alannah and Archie
Chestnut – Riagan and Aquan
Elm – Marianne 
Maple – Dawson and Kelsie
Oak –

PRIDE Champions
Elm - Zofia

Oak – Vaslat and Susan

PRIDE Awards!
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WILLOW’s Star Reader Special 
Surprise Award

Nominations

Each week teachers will nominate a star reader from 
their class. A star reader is someone who has shown 
progress in reading, shown enjoyment of reading 
someone who has overcome difficulties in reading or 
shares their love of reading with the class or a 
friend. At Willow Primary Academy, we know the key 
to knowledge is reading and we want to inspire a 
lifelong love of reading! Willow has a special surprise 
book for the Super Star Reader to take home, keep, 
read and enjoy!

STAR READER...

Acorn - Logan and 
Jersie-Mae
Ash -  Giorgio and 
Star
Birch – Namah and 
Ronald

Chestnut – Ethan 
and Alarrah
Elm -  Deacon and 
Alisha
Maple - Kacper and 
Emily
Oak - Leah S and 
Willow
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This week's class top 
doodlers are:

Ash – Eliora, Praise, Kyrell
Birch – Lily, Callum and Nimah
Chestnut – Remy, Ethan. Andrew
Elm – Adi, Eliana, Zofia
Maple – Shayla-rai, delroy, violet
Oak – vaslat, lyra, LOGAN

top doodler of 
the school is...

Shayla-rai
With an amazing 

1215 points!

Each week teachers will monitor the activity on 
Doodle of the children in their class. They will look at 
the combined number of stars children have earned 
for all four of the Doodle apps.
Each week the top 3 Doodlers from each class will 
receive 10 extra PRIDE points to spend in the PRIDE 
shop.
Keep up the effort with the home learning.
HAPPY DOODLING!!!
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Attendance Superstars

This week: 91.28  %
Our year so far: 92.42 %

Reminder

Gates are open by 8.45am and 
close shortly after. Please 
ensure your child is on time and 

ready to learn.
If your child arrives late you need 

to take them to reception and 
you as the parent must sign 
them in on the screen.

Thank you for your cooperation

Class Attendance

Acorn 87.07%

Ash 93.50%

Birch 96%

Chestnut 90.43%

Elm 95.67%

Maple 84.64%

Oak 93.46%
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Dates for Your Diary
Term Dates for 2023 –2024

Term 1 from Wednesday 6th September 2023 to Friday 27th October 2023
Term 2 from Tuesday 7th November 2023 to Friday 22nd December 2023

Term 3 from Monday 8th January 2024 to Thursday 8th February 2024
Term 4 from Monday 19th February 2024 to Friday 22nd March 2024

Term 5 from Tuesday 9th April 2024 to Friday 24th May 2024
Term 6 from Monday 3rd June 2024 to Friday 19th July 2024

All term dates can be found on our website here

https://willow.sandmat.uk/term-dates/
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Dates for Your Diary
School Events

Thursday 9th November 2023 – Elm Class Trip
Friday 17th November 2023 – Children in Need
Tuesday 14th November 2023 (9.00 am to 9.45 am) – Ash and Birch Parents Phonics Session
Monday 16th November 2023 (2.45 pm to 3.10 pm) – Maple Class Assembly
Tuesday 21st November 2023 – Individual School Photographs
Thursday 23rd November 2023 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with SENDCo
Friday 8th December 2023 – Christmas Jumper Day
Tuesday 19th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
Tuesday 19th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas 
Performance 
Wednesday 20th December 2023 (9.30 am to 10.30 am) – Acorn, Ash and Birch Nativity
Wednesday 20th December 2023 (1.30 pm to 3.00 pm) – Chestnut, Elm, Maple and Oak Christmas 
Performance
Tuesday 23rd January 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Reading Leads
Thursday 22nd February 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Maths Leads
Friday 8th March 2024 – Oak Class trip to Pitt River Museum
Friday 15th March 2024 – Red Nose Day
Thursday 21st March 2024 (9.00 am to 10.00 am) – Coffee Morning with Writing Leads
Friday 22nd March 2024 (1.15 pm to 1.45 pm) – Easter Celebration
Monday 8th July 2024 – Oak Class Residential
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