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Pride News...

Headteacher's Message... Date – 21.06.2024

Dear Families

I am delighted to share with you that I am celebrating two years as the Headteacher 
of our wonderful school. It has been an incredible journey, and I am truly grateful for 
your continued support and collaboration in providing the best education for our 
children.

Over the past two years, we have achieved significant milestones together. From 
implementing innovative teaching methods to enhancing our extracurricular 
activities, our aim has always been to create a nurturing and stimulating 
environment for our students to thrive in.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all the parents for 
your involvement in the school community. Your participation in school events, 
parent-teacher meetings, and fundraising activities has been invaluable in shaping 
the positive learning culture we have at our school.

As we look ahead, I encourage all parents to continue engaging with school activities 
and supporting your child's learning journey. Your involvement plays a crucial role in 
enhancing the overall educational experience for our students.

I also want to remind parents of the importance of open communication between 
home and school. If you ever have any concerns or questions regarding your child's 
education or well-being, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or the school 
staff. We are here to support you and your child every step of the way.

Once again, thank you for your unwavering support over the past two years. It is a 
privilege to serve as the Headteacher of this school, and I am excited about the 
journey ahead as we continue to work together to provide the best education for our 
students.

Pete Hales
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Willow’s Learning!!!

Ash class had so much fun with Willow! 

Willow came with us to the Dean 

Heritage Centre and took part in a 

Victorian lesson with us. Willow learnt all 

about what it was like to be a Victorian 

child. We also went on a Gruffalo hunt; it 

was so much fun!
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In Other News

Online Safety Tip of the Week

Safeguarding Safety Tip of 
the Week
PANTS Rule

This week our focus is on the PANTS rule. The 
talk PANTS campaign was introduced by the 
NSPCC to help children understand that their 
body belongs to them, and they should tell 
someone they trust if anything makes them 
feel upset or worried. PANTS is a simple and 

clever acronym devised to teach children 
the underwear rule: Privates are private; 

Always remember your body belongs to you; 
No means no; Talk about secrets that upset 
you and Speak up, someone can help. For 

more information watch the
NSPCC video.

School Uniform

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
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These children have shown what it means to 
be:

★ Be Positive
★ Be Respectful
★ Be Individual
★ Be Determined
★ Be Excellent

PRIDE Award WINNERS…
Ash – Shaylan and Blake
Birch – Oscar and Chelsea
Chestnut – Mason, Oakley and Kye
Elm - Skyler
Maple – Delroy and River
Oak – Theo and Lacey

PRIDE Champions
Acorn - Adam
Acorn - Alfie

Elm - Shayla-Kay

PRIDE Awards!



Pride News...

| | Positivity Respect | Individuality | Determination | Excellence |
willow.sandmat.uk

WILLOW’s Star Reader Special 
Surprise Award

Nominations

Each week teachers will nominate a star reader from 
their class. A star reader is someone who has shown 
progress in reading, shown enjoyment of reading 
someone who has overcome difficulties in reading or 
shares their love of reading with the class or a 
friend. At Willow Primary Academy, we know the key 
to knowledge is reading and we want to inspire a 
lifelong love of reading! Willow has a special surprise 
book for the Super Star Reader to take home, keep, 
read and enjoy!

STAR READER...

Acorn – Ezra 
and Ramsey
Ash - Zenaya 
and Giorgio
Birch – Archie 
and Toby

Chestnut – Keeley 
and Oakley
Elm - ​ Dylan and 
Marianne
Maple - Phoebe and 
Skyla 
Oak - ​Willow and 
Matthew
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This week's class top 
doodlers are:

Ash – Kailem, Evie-JOyce and Charlie
Birch – Lily, Hanna and Chrystal
Chestnut – Keeley, Khadijah 
and poppy
Elm –Adi, Zofia and Shayla-Kay
Maple – shayla, Jazmyn, kayla
Oak – MATTHEW, LOLA AND LOGAN

top doodler of 
the school is...

Shayla-Rai
With an amazing 

1010
points!

Each week teachers will monitor the activity on 
Doodle of the children in their class. They will look at 
the combined number of stars children have earned 
for all four of the Doodle apps.
Each week the top 3 Doodlers from each class will 
receive 10 extra PRIDE points to spend in the PRIDE 
shop.
Keep up the effort with the home learning.
HAPPY DOODLING!!!
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Attendance Superstars
Elm

This week: 90.91 %

Our year so far: 91.88%

Reminder

Gates are open by 8.45am and 

close shortly after. Please 

ensure your child is on time and 

ready to learn.

If your child arrives late you need 

to take them to reception and 

you as the parent must sign 

them in on the screen.

Thank you for your cooperation

Class Attendance

Acorn 91.20%

Ash 94.55%

Birch 80.56%

Chestnut 84.58%

Elm 99.33%

Maple 86.90%

Oak 95%
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Dates for Your Diary
Term Dates for 2023 – 2024

Term 1 from Wednesday 6th September 2023 to Friday 27th October 2023
Term 2 from Tuesday 7th November 2023 to Friday 22nd December 2023

Term 3 from Monday 8th January 2024 to Thursday 8th February 2024
Term 4 from Monday 19th February 2024 to Friday 22nd March 2024

Term 5 from Tuesday 9th April 2024 to Friday 24th May 2024
Term 6 from Monday 3rd June 2024 to Friday 19th July 2024

All term dates can be found on our website here

https://willow.sandmat.uk/term-dates/


| | Positivity Respect | Individuality | Determination | Excellence |
willow.sandmat.uk

Pride News...

2024/2025 Term Dates 



| | Positivity Respect | Individuality | Determination | Excellence |
willow.sandmat.uk

Pride News...

Dates for Your Diary
School Events

• Thursday 27th June 2024 – Football Match v Grange 
• Monday 1st July 2024 – Elm and Maple to see Matilda at Homeleigh

Park 
• Monday 1st July 2024– Acorn class Assembly 
• Tuesday 2nd July 2024 – Football Match v St Peter’s 
• Friday 5th July 2024 - Summer Games Afternoon 
• Monday 8th July 2024 – Wednesday 10th July 2024 – Oak Class 

Residential 
• Monday 8th July 2024 – Ash Class Trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park 
• Monday 15th July 2024- Willow and Piper Centre open afternoon. 

1:30-2:30pm. Tuesday 16th July 2024- Willow and Piper Centre Year 6 
leavers play. 9:30-11:00am. Wednesday 17th July 2024- Willow and 
Piper Centre Year 6 leavers play. 1:30-2:30pm. 

• Friday 19th July 2024- Willow and Piper Centre Year 6 leavers 
assembly. 9:30-10:30am


