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Pride News...

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this message finds you well.

Over the past few months, Julia Hyde has provided stability 
and continuity for the school while a thorough and careful 
recruitment process for a new Headteacher was undertaken. 
This process involved Local Advisory Board members, staff 
and pupils, and we are grateful for the support shown 
throughout this period.

We are pleased to announce the appointment of Rachel 
Bradley-McKay as the school’s new Headteacher. Rachel is 
an experienced Headteacher and is based in Gloucestershire. 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming her to the 
school community.

Rachel will start on the 1st September and we will ensure 
that parents and carers have the opportunity to meet Rachel 
and hear more about her vision for the school. Julia and the 
Trust will continue to support the school on a day to day 
basis.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your continued support of the school. I have enjoyed meeting 
many of you at the school gate in the mornings and 
appreciate the positive engagement from the school 
community.

Best wishes,
Martin
Chief Executive
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3

A%2F%2Fwww.leavershoodies.com%2Fthe-willow-

primary-academy-2026-

leavers&data=05%7C02%7CLucy.Sullivan%40willow.sand

mat.uk%7C9f8dab3f999d45102c7908de73c9a460%7C3ab

6aed3433c493b9530c451b5cd1b71%7C1%7C0%7C6390

75507129456100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF

bXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJ

XaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7

C%7C%7C&sdata=LHVFxKE6olMy7jbtA7fMnBPVX9ToEm

pjUzM7Ks5g46o%3D&reserved=0

Year 6 Leavers Hoodies – for both main school 

and Piper Centre.

Please click on the link below which will take 

you to the online shop, where you can order 

you child’s hoodie.

All orders will need to be made by April 12th. 

Thank you
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Notice to all parents/carers,

Can we remind you all that pupils 

should not be bringing in any toy 

items, card games etc into school.

Pupils bringing in these items from 

home into school, the class teacher 

will look after them until the end of 

day.

If you feel your child needs something 

with them, please check with the 

class teacher first this is ok.

Thank you
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These children have shown what it means to 
be:

★ Be Positive
★ Be Respectful
★ Be Individual
★ Be Determined
★ Be Excellent

PRIDE Award WINNERS…
Ash – Eliyah & Talia
Birch- Ramsey and Jacob
Chestnut- Kacper and Cody
Elm- Archie & Chrystal 
Maple- Lavinia and Kalel
Oak – Izobel & Skyler

PRIDE Awards!
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WILLOW’s Star Reader Special 
Surprise Award

Nominations

Each week teachers will nominate a star reader from 
their class. A star reader is someone who has shown 
progress in reading, shown enjoyment of reading 
someone who has overcome difficulties in reading or 
shares their love of reading with the class or a 
friend. At Willow Primary Academy, we know the key 
to knowledge is reading and we want to inspire a 
lifelong love of reading! Willow has a special surprise 
book for the Super Star Reader to take home, keep, 
read and enjoy!

STAR READER...

Ash - ​ Joshua & Darcy 

Birch – Maddison and 
Felipa

Chestnut- Evie-Joyce 
and Delilah  

Elm - ​ Lucius & Lily 

Maple – Grace and Keeley

Oak- Nate & Obi 
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Attendance 
Superstars

This week:

Oak class!!!

Reminder

Gates are open by 8.40am and 

close shortly after. Please 

ensure your child is on time and 

ready to learn.

If your child arrives late you need 

to take them to reception and 

you as the parent must sign 

them in on the screen.

Thank you for your cooperation

Class Attendance

Acorn 78.6%

Ash 88%

Birch 75%

Chestnut 88.9%

Elm 86.4%

Maple 90.5%

Oak 96.3%
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Pride News...

In Other News

School Uniform
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School Events

• Year 6 Residential- 25th-27th March 2026

• World Book Day- Thursday 5th March 2026

• Book Fair- Thursday 12th and Friday 13th March 2026

• Ash class trip to St barnabas Church – 10th March 

• Trip to Gloucester Museum (Year 3)- 12th March 2026

• Red Nose Day – 20TH March 2026

• 1pm Finish on Friday 27th March- (Last day of term) 
BOTH WILLOW AND PIPER CENTRE 

• Easter Half Term- Monday 30th March- Tuesday 14th 
April 2026. 

• INSET DAY- Monday 13th April

• Swimming starts for Year 5 & 6 (Friday AM)- 17th April 
2026
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Pride News...
Term School opens on School closes on Number of 

days

Term 1 Wednesday 3rd September 

2025

Friday 24th October 2025 38 days

Term 2 Monday 3rd November 

2025

Friday 19th December 

2025

35 days

Term 3 Wednesday 7th January 

2026

Friday 13th February 

2026

28 days

Term 4 Monday 23rd February 

2026

Friday 27th March 2026

School closes at 1pm. 

25 days

Term 5 Tuesday 14th April 2026 Friday 22nd May 2026 29 days

Term 6 Monday 1st June 2026 Friday 17th July 2026
35 days

Bank holiday Date

Christmas Day Holiday Thursday 25 December 2025

Boxing Day Holiday Friday 26 December 2025

New Year's Holiday Thursday 1 January 2026

Good Friday Friday 3 April 2026

Easter Monday Monday 6 April 2026

May Day Holiday Monday 4 May 2026

Spring Bank Holiday Monday 25 May 2026

Summer Bank Holiday Monday 31 August 2026
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28thFebruary9am - 1pm
at GL1 Leisure Centre

www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

GL Leisure Centre,1

Bruton Way, Gloucester.  GL1 1DT

01452 396666

• Come and visit us at GL1.  Have your child take part in one of our fantastic swimming 

lessons for FREE!

• To book your free taster lesson either:

o Call now 01452 396666

o Book online atJoin Now | Freedom Leisure

https://www.freedom-leisure.co.uk/centres/gl1/join-now/
https://www.freedom-leisure.co.uk/centres/gl1/join-now/
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